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Abstrakt

Guinea reported its lowest weekly total of new confirmed Ebola virus disease (EVD) cases
since the week ending 17 August 2014. Case numbers remain low in Liberia, with no
confirmed cases nationally for the final 2 days of the week ending 11 January, and the lowest
weekly total of confirmed cases since the first week of June 2014. Sierra Leone has now
reported a decline in case incidence for the second week running, and recorded its lowest
weekly total of new confirmed cases since the week ending 31 August 2014.

Each of the intense-
transmission  countries  has
sufficient capacity to isolate
and treat patients, with more
than 2 treatment beds per
reported  confirmed  and
probable case. However, the
uneven geographical
distribution of beds and cases,
and the under-reporting of
cases, means that not all EVD
cases are isolated in several
areas. Similarly, each country
has sufficient capacity to bury
all people known to have died from EVD. However, the under-reporting of deaths means that
not all burials are done safely. Guinea, Liberia and Sierra Leone report that between 84% and
99% of registered contacts are monitored, though the number of contacts traced per EVD case
remains lower than expected in many districts. In areas where transmission has been driven
down to low levels, rigorous contact tracing will be essential to break chains of transmission.
In the week to January 11, 15% of new confirmed cases in Guinea arose from known contacts
(equivalent information is not yet available for Liberia and Sierra Leone).
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